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CHRISTMAS JOKE
ENDED AN DEATH

«“Santa Claus” at New
Hill Killed By Train

RAN INTO LOCOMOTIVE

John Lauwrence, a White Man, Fiuds

His Jolly Celebration of Christ-
mas  in Tragedy—Crowd Saw
His Body Hurled Owver
160 Pect in the Air,

Tragic was the death of John Law-
rence, a white man, at five o'cloek on
Christinas day in New Hi He had
delighted hundreds of children and
vl people too, sines moriing and
as evening was falling and he just
tarting for his father's home to o=
jov a Christmas upper ith nis
family, ne was struck by the engine
of 2 Seaboard Air Line passenger train

and Killed instantly,

Early in the morning l.owrence
donned 5 frisky costume and assumed
the character of Santa Claus Fed
was his jully face and long his luxuri-
GIls white beord, falling over his
hreast, A gay cloak bedeched in
gorgeous colors fell over his broad
shoulders and large f{rame, and his
nh metallie voice had a cheery ring
in greeting people, His reindecr was
an ox, his chariot a ricketv cart, Over
the country {for many miles he rode
& cating tun and causing many a
nearty laugh. He spread tne spirit
=ladness among the children and
amused the M-i- r folk. S ores ol
the smaller people would follow him
about, and freqguently he led a happy
DEOCeSEIOg,

The day's pleasure was to have
heen climaxed in New Hill, where his
father lived, There were his three
children, two girls and a boy—his

vife having been dead several vears—

and a big oyster supper with his ¢hil-
dren and father's family was to end
the day's festivities with him and
bhegin the night's enjoyment. ‘he
oyvsters were expected on No. 41, a
belated Seaboard Air Line passenger
train, which was expected to arrive
it tive o'clock, and Lawrence was

awaiting this train rear the
A crowd of people were around
making and taking fun, “Santa”
ing the centre of interest,

When a train whistle blew. ap-
proaching the New Hill depot, Law-
rence thought it was No, 41, on which
he expected the ovsters to arrive, and
started for the depot, s=till mimicking

postoffice,
him,
be-

the Saint of the Yualetide, and rollick-
inz in his jaunty trot. He had been
drinking a little, but was not intoxi-
cated, and did not have the reputa-
tion of being an inebriate. Several
buildings obstructed the view of the
depot, and he passed en route
lo the track stores, ware-

houses and other buildings, compliately
shutting out of sight the approaching
passengep train, Lawrence, still run-
ning and increasing his speed to
swiftness, and thinking apparently
that the train would stop, ran on
without slackening, passing the
buildings and running on the track.
Some persons wheo saw the tragedy
believe that Lawrzsncee attempted to
cross  the track, believing he could
do the trick, being an agile man. The
opinion of most, though, is that he
wis unable to stop when he beheld
the rain almost on him and literally
fell on the cow-catcher of the engine.
The train, running several hours be-
hind schedule time, was moving with
prodigious velocity, and the same dif-
ficulty obtained with the engineer
vith the dead man, he could not
Lawrence until the instant he
struck. Quicker than it takes to re-
Iate it, the man’'s body was whiriad
upward a distance of nearly fifty feet
and hurled over one hundred feeot
away from the track. A high pile of
ties stood beside the track, and the
body was thrown completely over
that. Lawrance had been struck on
the shoulder and hip, and although
no bones were broken the concussion
killed him instantly.
Those who witnessed
sight were horror-struck,
able to speak. The
by friends to the home
fiither, and in this
ended with sadness.
The funeral servicez: were
terday at noon in Bell's Methodist
church. and the remiins “were in-
terred beside the grave of his deceas-

as
see
was

the ghastly
being barely
body was taken
of Lawrence’s
home Christmas

held yes-

e« wife,

Lawrenee was 48 vears of age, and
wias fireman at o saw mill near New
Hill. He was very popular, and his
horrible deathh has shocked the town
of New Hill.

NO MEETING HEG
Only Three (lere for Session of Asso-
ciation of Private ~choois gnd
Col, Bingham Ifas a Tough

FExperiencse.,
There was meeting of the Norih
Association of Private Schools
Academies last night though a call
for this had been issued and the Hall
of the House of Hepresentatives se-
cured for the purpose.

This was ready, lighted
but as late as auarier to
were only present Col. W. M. Jones,
Superintendent of the Norinh Carolina
aMilitary Academy, of RRed Springs and
(‘ol, W. 1. Rhodes, =upcrintendent
uf the Rhaodes Academy Kinston;
(‘ul, Robert Dingham, Superintendent
of the Bingham School at Asheville,
President of the Association was in the
citv, but finding no quorom did not
call the mecting to ordesr

[t is snvpnosea that the
wedther prevenied tne attendance
others, Prot. BE. L. Aliddleton,
Cary, was in the city yesterday to
tend., bt as he found that no one
had arrived for the meeting he left
on the afternoon train for his home.

Col. Bingham, Col. Jones and (Cal,
Ithodes reuvort that their schools
in excellent condition, with a large
tendance o students,

Col. Bingham had A hard time
setting to Raleigh. He 1:ft Asheville
<o as to arrive here at 5:15 vesterday
morning, but at Spencer the Southern
izgilway engine was found to be with-

o

and

heated,
nine therve

and

el

inclement
of
of

at-

are

al-

aout water, and there was no water
in the tanks there. After some hours
.f. lay some water was obtained, steam
was made and finally i;r:«-ns}u-ru was
;.lu hed too late for the Raleigh train.

('nl. Bingham went to a hotel, and
.,.,,,1| to bed with the assurance that
.. would be awakened In time 19
“'-. the 7:30 train, but wias nol
t.lh” sod, He awoke at 30 to hear
RN train coing ol and could not get
i at 10:30, The hotel proprietor

hiord
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